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Dear Oblates and friends, 

 

When Jesus came for the first time, those who recognized 

and welcomed him were the poor, people with a simple 

heart not hardened by attachments to riches, technology or  

power. These men and women were waiting for a Saviour 

and grace is often more operative in them, it meets with 

less opposition in them. 

 

It will soon be Christmas when we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus Christ, God with us, God in the  stable at Bethlehem; 

God as a fragile, new-born child laid in the coarse straw of 

a rough feeding-trough; God in the midst of our world, a 

world both beautiful and distorted. At Christmas we also  

celebrate our own new birth, Christ born in us. 

 

 May the God who came to us at Bethlehem to take us by the hand, surround you and renew 

you with his love, and light, and grace, that you, like blessed Mary, may know his peace and 

joy this Christmas and in the year ahead, with every blessing. 

 

I wish everyone a joyous and blessed, peace-filled Christmas that only the Christ Child can 

bring. 

 

 

 

Fr. Janusz BĠaƬejak OMI 

Provincial 

Missionary Oblates of Assumption Province 



 

 
Eucharistic Celebration there was a reception for all partici-

pants. 

 The second celebration in English took place on 
Saturday Oct. 17th at St. Casimirôs Parish. Archbishop 

Thomas Collins presided at this celebration with a great 

number of the faithful in attendance at the Mass. Many of 
our Fathers also came to join in this memorable event in-

cluding: Fr. Janusz Blazejak, Fr. Marian Gil, Fr. Chris 

Pulchny, Fr. Jan Wadolowski, Fr. Adam Filas, Fr. Pawel 

Ratajczak, and Fr. Marcin Rosinski who was the Master of 
Ceremony. Following the Eucharistic Celebration there 

was a banquet in the parish hall where over 200 people 

gathered to celebrate this occasion. 
 

 

 

In her speech Tracy Kamino, Executive Director of 

Copernicus Lodge said: 

 

 In 1972, Father Michael J. Smith was entrusted 
with the mission of establishing a home for the elderly 

within the Polish Community.  He envisioned a home that 

would strive to meet the needs of the whole human being... 

physically, socially, medically, spiritually, and culturally. 

This year, Copernicus Lodge in Toronto is cele-
brating its 30th year of establishment. The Board 

of Directors has planned many events to highlight 

this cornerstone event in the Polish community 
and to showcase the wonderful achievements of 

the Lodge. It was 30 years ago when a small 

group of parishioners from St. Casimirôs in To-

ronto approached Father Michael Smith express-
ing a need to build a seniors residence for the 

people of Toronto. In the beginning, it was only a 

dream, but eventually it became a reality and was 
one of the greatest achievements for the seniors 

involved and also the Missionary Oblates of As-

sumption Province.  

Two major celebrations took place commemorat-

ing this milestone in the history of Copernicus 

Lodge. On Oct. 3rd Fr. Janusz Blazejak celebrated 

a Mass at Copernicus Lodge for all of the resi-
dents, volunteers and staff. The chapel and adja-

cent meeting room was full to capacity. In his 

homily, Father Janusz spoke about the humble 
beginnings of the Lodge and the great people who 

started it and then operated it for many years; he 

went on to share its latest achievements. It was an 
emotional moment for many residents especially 

for those who remember Fr. Smith. After the  

Copernicus Lodge 30
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